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. A"i.‘: Ea'Stere;-The Floral Carnival.

I S

| Fashions in

Flowers and Their Cost—Not Much Sim-
picity There in These Days.
smmamasmmnﬁ
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+ Easter time is New York's floral carnival.
All through the week, at shop and private
the choice of plant or flower, the
ms for church and house have
the leading feature of thought and
ion, not only in a commercial sense
in those of the msthetic and sentimental

a8 well.
., Fashion bows only to one thing—the
bolic. Try as hard as it can, it will
oust the favorite Easter lily from its
: in the public regard. Enterprieing
‘ , now and then, seek to boom some
particular flower, the subject of special
oare, or one which represents the long-
egired novelty, but it is uselass: the lily
ite ‘place, unmoved by change and
#hhnos, and a walk through the florists'
shops shows little diminution iu its appre-

tigtion. -
Tall and straight, with ite delicate purity

\

had had oonstant calls for the orimson
rarabler, that gorgeous flowering plant
that seems a oross in color and deeign be-
tween a rose and a geranium. If the ap-
pearance of his establishment is a cri-
terion of this demand, New York houses,
on Easter, will exchange their usual color-
less decorations for the exotic look of a
tropical forest.

In rtill another place visited it was stated
that the demand was for the yellow flowers,
particularly the acacia and the genesta,
which, with their clusters and stalks of gold
give the appearance of sudden bursts of
sunlight in a room, and, even on the dark
days, whatever light there may be seems
to.gather in their petals.

Among the novelties in flowers is the
Manila heather, or, as the botanists would
say, Pondulias drarites. This plant, which
resembles in shape and height the Scotch

HE BUYS FLOWERS BY THE BUSHFUL

and severe strength, it might be called th-
Gothic flower, so much does it suggest the
pointed arches, the simple lines, the certain
spiritual loftiness of design of that archi-
tecture. It is the most emblematio of all
flowers, and by popular desire holds ita
rank to-day, as it has for years, the favorite
for ecclesiastical use.

The Bermuda lily, which has been a
favorite so long, is practically superseded
at present by the Holland lily. These
names do not imply that the lily is brought
direct from either place: it is the bulb that
is Iimported, and the flower is raised
in New Jersey, Long Island or on the Hud-
eson, where well-known florists have t!cir
establishments. The larger number of t. e
florists now superintend the growth and
eultivation of their own products, calling
upon wholesale dealers only in time of need
to supplement their orders, or to secure
some new flower which their own green-
houses do not afford.

For a time the florists tried to bring the
Bermuda lily from the fields direct; it was !
picked in the half-openad bud and reached
New York on Saturday, but this ncheme‘

did not succeed. The flowers arrived too
often in a semi-dilapidated eondition, and
now the principal Bermuda trade is with
private cus omers.
The Holland lily seems to find favor with
many importers, owing, it is said, to its
delicacy of outliue, as the Holland
tulip still ranks its competitors of other |
ecountries. Yet, while the lily still holdu‘
first place, there is a diversity of taste in
regard to the second flower and fashion for
home decoration. Social intercourse is
many sided.
. Geperally speaking, the soarcity of a
flower at this particular time is what gives
it value Violets, rosea, lilies of the val-
«ay, always favorites with the conserva-
tive miaded, are no longer demanded by
the ultra “smart set,” who demand the
unusual in Sowers as ip everything else.
For these the shopd afford a carefully se-
lected choice. ]
Aeco ' to oms -of .the  best-known
florists on.B v, the blus hydrangea,
that of the soft dove-like tint, with silvery
. like elouded effocts in paint-
ing,

is the “one and only.” Another,
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equally well known, admitted that he , ble color, a cross betwesn amethyst and he-
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and American heather, has been cultivated
from the plants imported from the Philip-
pines and is only now, after three vears,
ready for the Easter market. It has a flower

5

geraniums
tus, the New Eagland
departing snow, with its tdelicate fra-
grance; armfuls of American Beautles; the
stately Longa florum; Parma violets; yellow
' and white jonquils from Virginia, make of
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NW%M from » to shop, in
Ghbg? rdooo'm.lg:?ooo is struck
act that nowhere the feminine

finger and fancy apparent n"low
seom to be one of the materials to which
the woman breadwinner would naturally
turn, but in no florist establishmont Is her
d-ftto:wh.p x:’t‘.ﬂlggm there labos-
fously wa n, color
ochomn%b make the truer a v
80 crude are they and so im ble. ™
is great unity for the enterprising
woman In this fiuld, and surely every woman
is an artist when it comes to the -
ment of flowers and the mingling of colors
and tints. The Japanese have zed
the faot that the arrangement of flowers
is an art in iteelf and special courses of
are taken 'n it. Surely the Oriental
would protest against some of the so-called

artistic arrangements which spoil the beauty

EARLY ONES AT THE “LITTLE CHURCH AROUND THE CORNER.”

the commonplace interior of a ground floor
a bewildering maze of perfume and oolor.
One leels as if one had wandered mis-
takenly into the land where the rainbows
are made or where the lost sunsets had
ta ken on another, newer form.

Said a Japanese student onoce of the
Yellowstona cailon, “A million suneets
are dissolved on its walls; they are the
colors of all the yesterdays.” He might
have said it, too, with truth, of one of these
Easter floral displays. Surely nothing more
gorgeous can be conceived.

As the frame to the picture, 30 is the
flower holder to the flower. In their special

somewhat resembling the arbutus, a little
larger and a little more delicate in tint, the
green having the thorny, spiky appearance |
of ordinary heather; its beauty is rather in |
suggestiveness than in reality, an interest
attaching to the fact that our new posses-
sions in the Pacific are sending their mite
of field and garden for our selection and
praise,

The orchid is little popular at this season.
In some way, there seems little connection
between the hpliday which layman as well as
churchman is celebrating, in appearance
if not in epirit, and the flower which re-
minds one of the abnormal and animal in
the vegetable world. A few varieties are
seen, notably the cattleya from Brazil, whose
purpie petals and decorative design appeal
to a few—abnormal as the flowers them-

Great planta of the flowery spirea tied
with broad, white sash ribbons, a rough
estimate giving the amount of ribbon to a
plant as five yards for a plant three feet
high; the bougianvillier, with its indescriba-

PREPARING AN EASTER WINDOW DECORATION

way, thess Easter novelties are well worthy
of attention.
The nearness of the circus to the Easter

with her particular flower, be it pansy,
violet, lily of the valley, or whatever taste
or caprioe may dictate.

There are sedan chairs. too, for my lady,
the top lifting, and, in the interior, fromn
a carefully inserted vase, she may get a
whiff of arbutus, or some equally fragrant
bhlossom. These n chairs are of deli.
cate tinted satin with gilt trimmings,
facsimiles of those of the historical novels
and stage dramas, to which they undoubt-
edly owe their vogue.

An enterprising florist sends his orders,
those of the Brave to the Fair, in little
corduroy velvet trunks, with plated gold
trimmings, of lock, key, straps, &c., which
after the fading of the flowers may be used
as jewel cases One of these trunks, or
boxes as the English cousins call them,
may be had filled with flowers, for $25,
while the sedan chair may be bol:‘fht
according Lo size of the chair—not the -
for 85 or $10, as to the flower selacted.

The Easter bell, indicative either of
wedding or charch remem , is another
novelty; this is of violet tinted paper,
closely out so that it looux if made from
the petals of viol and ndent from
violet ribbon, G .&g‘y ornament
over the dinner table. of fash-

i ble shops' ls

theso bblls, m : one
may h(:y a bell and it, at least, has the
merit

permanence,
Willow, rattan and straw, plaited, twisted
and twi into all-eorts and kinds of
baskets, boxes and pots are used for the
majority ' of offerings. These baskets,
many of them made from special desigus
sent by the florists to the manufactories,
are months ahead in order to be
ready for the Easter trade, and thousands
of them are used.
The pastehoard boxes have this year
the climax of appropriateness,
many of them depicting on their exterior
the feular flower with which they are
filled. Great boxes, four and five feet
long, for the Easter lily have the white
and green of the lilies for decoration. Some
of them are covered with blue forget-me-
note, some with violets, some with roses.
Many, however, prefer the unornamented
a%xb%. simply with white- or colored

ns.
One of the pleasing novelties, perhape
on account nfpiu simplicity, is & box
made from pussy willows, covered with
moss, with maiden-hair ferns peeping out
from between the twigs. These are filled

nerally with violets or some esmall
owers which do mnot conflict with
the unobtrusiveness of the design.

The little touch of crude nature is
very pleasing as a contrast to the hot-
house plants.

Some of these boxea are made in tha form
of ne«ts and filled with cowslips and other
wild flowers, daisies, Solomon's seal and
ancmones.

One fntarprhlng florist, with this idea as
a starting point, has designed a big nest
for the er breakfast table. The nest
is made of twige with moss interlinings,and

festival may acoount for the partioular

resting on the cowslips a colony of little
ducklings out wh.ﬁ.t.hair bright eyea.
aint as the conceit is, it almost seems

of many flowars in the shops.

The young man who sends an Easter offer-
ing to his fair one needs to have a pocket
book well lined. The fashion of sending
the p5t ed plant instead of the cut flowers,

#8 and from that uuit the price ranges ug
to 60 for a plaut two or three feet hig
in willow et tied with wide streamers
of ribbon. A beautiful spireea in one es-
tablishment was listed at $35, a Crimson
Rambler at $30 and a dozen stalks of Holland
lilies for $35.

Many private residences are entirely
decorated by the florists for Easter, while
mauny of the fashionable churches on Fifth

HE BUYS HER A PAPER ONB.

ut their decorations entirely in
of the floriets, who send their men
there about 11 o'clock on Easter even and
ive them instructions to have everything

avenue
the han

n r*adinees for the sunrise service. Hun-
dreds of dollars are expended on these
residential and church decorations and
neither time, expense or material is spared
to make & worihy ehowing.

The florist's placs nsemble clearing

housts during Exster week. Owver andower

THE CHURCH OF ARGISH.

Reamanian Legend of & Luckless Arehiteet |
and an Autooratic King.

* A visitor,whila lcoking over some pictures
in the studio of a Roumanian painter in this
city came across the photograph of a beau-
tifu! white marble church of Byzantine
architecturs, He commented upon the
oddity of its gracelully twisted towers.

“Yes, it is a very etrange church,” agreed
the artist, “and the way in which It was
built, if we are to believe the legend, is
still more strange.

“That is the Chiurch of Argish, situated in
the valiey ¢ f the Argish River in the western
part of Roumania. It was built in 1519 by
King Nagul Bassaraba, who, in order to
stave ¢ the viclent death that had visited
several of his predecessors, perhaps, had
quite a habit of building churches and
me« nasteries

“This particular church to modern Christ-
ians would scem like an attempt to bribe
Providence. Nagul, or the Black Prince,
as he was hetter known, hefore setting out
in the crusades against Turkey, swore that
it te were allowed to return unharmed, he
**ould build the finest, not the largest, but
the finest—church that poesibly could be
built.

“The Black Prince did come back safely
from his crusade, and, true to his word,
he summcned Mancle, his architect, and
comma: d xd him to draw up the plans. As
SCCR 88 Lhis was done laborers were hired,
and the ground was broken at Argish,

aame to work they found the walls
ﬁqu::dbulnhoﬁywonhvﬂbdmm

H

and to keep watch on it. This was d
The wives,and xisters and mothers of (he
lahorers brought their meals to them, and
they did not leave the place either by night
or by day.

“But even this did not break the spell.

whizh (s now alm st universal, entails added |
expense, for the simplest potted plant costs |
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%0, in turn, Fashion, «w r anxious to e ize
the epirit as w1l as letter, has in turn
adopied the flowering plant as its proper

off: ring.

Tissue gptr. yards of eatin ribbon,
pretty holde re, cannot hide the true ifi-
conce of the dh.mymow than can Fu
change the custom-of flowers into
enything more materizl at this ecason.
The woman who reocives the gift of flowers
at Eester has rectind something more
than the mere gift which she sees with her
eyc; she naives the symbol of aff ction,

ever renewed, of life eternal. Says the
poet:
Embloms of ShE SRR SN TR -

iRy By it ol g Kot
are n ng ¢y seats just
now. The trade in them this week {m
been very large. flowers are im-
ported from France and Germany and are
wonderful facsimiles of the real article.
Even the perfume is simulated by artifice
and at a glanoe one is often deceived.

“You would be surprised,” said the
Proprlewr of one of these establishments,

at the number of artificial flowers we sell
at Easter." She showed a spray of Easter
lilliee made of tissue and cloth. *“This
lg:‘ydulb for eighty-five cents and we have
a sold hundreds like it.*

Little flower pots holdi a tiny rose
or lily were exhibited and the statement
made that a th a day were sold in
one establishment alone. Many of the
Romanist churches are patrons of this
place and buy the flowers for use at the
altars and many of theshrines. Love, they
say, is blind and if a young man can con-
vince that an artificial sentiment i= real,
why can’t he convinee in rd to a flower.
It recommended that impecunious

it. at any rate.

you want to know when the first Easter
bouquet was given, you must look in the
“Annalsof Love " vol. I, chn& 1. Those who
know.say it was but a dn1 blossom, and
the place was the Garden of Eden, for there
was the Enrlnnlmo and love and if there
mr&' no er in the calendar, there was

T MR AN R e Ve A S g o4 I | - nigitey
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8 been adopted by the Ghurch, !

his attisude of ¢

w-n-ufﬁlr ctan y %z‘

time was in his v:xllpl: b e i
n, picture his sucorssor, the

man of to-day, who tllnphonv
to send the “lat st thing tom.ol:h:nd such

A JEWEL CASE OF VIOLETS.

an address, have it done u ‘omut.\t,
know, and s#nd the bill wop!ho club. wﬁ
we are told that simplicity is now the s
It will be a long time before we learn !o'
to be simple *even in cowslip time, when
h»'trlgm sprout.” 'l .
eTe 18 a story told somewhere of a4 man

and a maid, the maid iust from the cone
vent, the man, a man of the world who had
lived, as the saying is. They were walking
tog: ther after the Easter service at a fash=
lon& Ohll.l;(l'h. *“be

“Do you by li- ve it," he asked, *all that
preachcr said?” e

“Of course,” and she looked shooked.

“That the flowcrs bloom again, and the

EASTER MORNING.

All down the ages Adams have been given
their Eves, Easter flowers—what a picture
it would make if we could see them!

In our grandfath rs' time, thc bashful
youth pick d the first rude flow: r of the
& ason, or lp waps rifl d a primitive hot-
house and having disarrang d his trophics
in the form of an awkward, wood' n lookin
bouqu t, pr sent' d himsIf at his lady's

door with his proposal in his hand. Pic-
ture him, if you can, mod: st, shy, with

seasons return and the stone was nlﬂ‘
back from the door of the tomb?*

*Of couree, of course.”

“And the hcart®— he bent nearer the!
white lilies and the blue t.{lm ‘I the
hrart is witherd, drad, wall'd up with
the rock of mat: rialism and o) -,
ia there an Eastcr for that? 1s there
a nesurrcotion for the llvlnq as well as fo@
the dr ad, for-life, for hope?"

“Of course,” she murmured.

—

Night after night at the same hour sleep
would oreep over them, and when the
awoke they would find the walls vhio‘
they had built levelled to the ground as

before
“The Black Prince was very angry. He

cursed them all for a crowd of lazy do
and said t if at the end of one mont
the walle not risen to twice the height

of the tallest one among them would
t the lot to death. The men were terri-
at this and redoubled their efforts.
But all to no gmrpon Each mom they
would find the work of the day ore
undone.

“Finally, one night when the Evil One | When it was completed the Black Prince

hldh!’r'r:_pped u‘:‘em all in slumber ana llllllll. l
A W robed figure appeared to Manole,
the architect, in a dreain, and told him that
church could never be completed ex-
cept on one condition. The first woman
coming to the camp, no matter who she |
be, must be buried alive in the walls.
“The architect sought to detain his '
visitor and stretched his hand out to grab
his robea He awoke with a ery of and
found that ho had olutched a burn éfqm
ﬂl‘otn nt}ho oamp fire, by which he had been
sleeping.

'&'ben the others awoke Manole told
them of his dream, and they. desperate,
and glad of any chanoe that ml%h‘t save
their own lives, solemnly swore that they
would bury in the walls the first woman
who mached the camp, be she whoever
she might.

*At daybreak they sat themselves down
to wait, each praying that it might not
be his wife who shculd vieit them firat.
At last a woman's figure was reen in the
distance. The architect strained his eves
a moment and then started back with a
grean., It was his wife.

“He fell upon his knees and to

f:ny that a storm might arise, 10 sky
blackened overhead and it did storm.
The wind blew and the rain came down
in torrents, but the faithful wife, think-
ing only of ber husband, plodded steadily
on. ’
“Manole for lightning. KHis
prayer was :n lnavcmd.‘h'l'ho &undor
shook the distant hills and the lightaning
shattered trees and housee, but still the
weman kept on.,

*At last she reached the camp and started
to prepare her husband's breakfast. He
set the men to work and ordered them
to leave a hollow in the wall.

* ‘Just step in there and see how ft would |
loolg be buried alive,’ he raid to his wife. -

“She laughingly complied. when
stones reached the h t of her
‘the thought came to her after

all this might not be a joke. She turned
pl{e with terror and begged to be taken
out.

* ‘Yes, yes3,' said Manole, but instead of
lifting her ¢ ut the men heaped on the s nes
more rapidly until she was completely
covered.

“The spell was broken, and after that
the work went on without hindrance.

came to inspect it.

*‘That is a very fine church,' he re-
marked to the architoct. ‘If you had it |
to do over again 1 do not suppose you could |
ruggest any changes?' |

Manole thought of his wife who stood f
buried in the walls,

“ ‘Well," he said ndl{. ‘since you ask
me, sire, I do not think 1T would build it in
just the same manner another time.'

“'‘Oho,’ said the King in surprise. ‘By
the way; I wish to get a betrer idea of the
size of that croas. Ascend the scaffolding |
and stand beride it.’ ,

“Manole obo?d When he had reached
the cross, the King, anery that his archi- |
tect had not desigued the finest church in |
his wor, a8 he thought, ordered the

olding cut away.

*Manole hearing this became terrified
and jumped. Where his bod{l struck a
oool, orrlnq gushed forth, showing
that his sin {n burying his wife had been ,
atoned for. And that's the smrxrof the
Kurtea d"Ardjis, or the Church of Argish.

“The picture which you see is of the
restoration which was made in 1880, An

thing about this restoration is that
while they were laboring on it ——*

*They found the skeleton?® suggested
the visitor,

’Ohl.nl.flou know so much about it there
is no of my telling you of course.”

BAD BOY ON A FARM.

He Makes Experiments With an Incubater
and Some Gamecrooks. |

There s a frrmer up in Westchester
ocounty who wishes that there wean't any |
such member of the human family as the |

in a boarding school and has to be sant to
the country to learn how to behave himeelf,
He hae just such a nephew stopping with
bim. .

‘m-phuwvbohmlndthuhoosn‘tbeh-pt|
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of my hens e1.d chickens he suia

This perticular farmer makes a specialty | You know what those gamecocks of mine

of raising very fine chickens, more for his
own amusement than anything else, and |

are. There aren't any r lo the State.
*Wall, we go (o church the other Buuday,

| and like the fools we were we left him behind.

alopg with them he keeps a few game- | Iy makes me hot now to think of me singing

cocks. Of course, the gamecocks are for |
his amuscment, too, but that's arother
matter altogether.

*Yes, I have some gamecocks,” he said |
the othir dey. *“What is more, everybody |
in the whole town knows it now. It all!
ceme slcut throcugh that young fe llow.;
He isn't e0 very young, eithe r—gucss he |
turme i 16 slong with turning tricks on his l
poor, old relatives. !

*Wheu he kerned that I was mighty fond |
e'd like |
to Iwlp me tike care of them. I began |
right away to tear the worst,und 1 hit the ,
rt il on the heed that time, too. |

“Nothing would do but he had to take |
a hand in running the incubator. [ had |
about 300 of the finest half gamne and half |
Plymouth Roci eggs in the machine the
other day that were ever laid by any hens
on earth. 1 wouldn't have taken $1,000 for
the lot.

“Well, I go away one day to seea friend,
and the young cub hLe invites some of
his young rascal (riends around to see
how my incubator works. Somehow he
fm the idea that the eggs were not hatrh.
ng out fast enough, *0 what does he do
but turn on the heat full blast to see what
would happen. That kid, wasu't
;m\:{\d when they were passing out brains,

te ou.

'Wefl. nothing happened that he could
see, and pretty soon got tired waiting
to see the chickens hop out.

“‘Guess I'll pinch one of the eggs,’ aid
he, ‘and see if 1 can't help one of the chick-
ens out.’

*He did and of course the was as
hard as a rock. Couldn’t be anything else. !
All of the rest of them were, too. The ,
whole 300 were baked silly. And then he
said he was sorry.

“lI made him sorrier, you can bet. But
thrashing doesn't do his kind any good. |
Some doctor ousht to take out his brains |
and siftthem, and if he was dead when the |
doctor got ready to put '‘em back it wouldn't |
make such an awful lot of difference as I |
know of. ]

*But you haven't heard the worst yet.

L

| that young cuss was

e a
| of his! elld he went and

in church about all the good things while
home wreaking
devastation on my whole chicken yard.

“He went around and summoned all hi
cronies—and a bad lot they are, too—to see
some fun. Then what does he do but sneak
out back and let every gamecock on the
place into the big chicken yard.

*Oh, it must have been fine! You can
imagine what those roosters did to the rest
of the flock. Why, there were enough
feathers on the ground when 1 got home
from church to fill a dozen beds. And what
roung roosters as didu't have their poor

ttle bodies all torn up were about as much
use as a last year's bird's nest

“And then, when he saw that the young
roosters ware no match for those fighiers
of mine, he said he had a idea. Ime

wod idea getting into that noddle

V t my eight

turkeys and fired them in with theroosters.

Oh, those poor turkeys! They haven't

got nerve enough yet to let a decent gobble
out of their ripped-up necks.

* ‘Uncle,” says he when | see the muss
'rvou ought to have been here and seen the
un! , but can’t thoee little gamecocks

fight!

“Do you know anybody that wants &
boy?*
N — — |

New Remedy Absolutely Unknowa to the
1 15 10 8 dare. We
-NNM ::'ley if wedo n‘r Q‘r.nlx wYo'moa be Jubdu
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